NEW JERSEY MILITIA 
NEWSLETTER 


Volume XXVII, Issue No. 3 


September 2021 


All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety 
-- Article 1. Section 1. New Jersev State Constitution 


and happiness. 


Afghanistan: Black Hawks 
and Humvees - military kit 
now with the Taliban 

The Taliban has _ seized 
thousands of weapons after troops from 
the Afghan National Defence and 
Security Forces surrendered one city 
after the other. 

Some on social media said this 
made the Taliban the only extremist 
group with an air force. 

The Afghan Air Force was 
operating 167 aircraft, including attack 
helicopters and planes, at the end of 
June, according to a report by the US- 
based Special Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruction (Sigar). But 
it's unclear how many of those 167 the 
Taliban have actually captured. There is 
also a suggestion that some aircraft 
were flown out of Afghanistan before 
they could fall into the hands of 
insurgent fighters. 

Between 2003 and 2016, the 
US unloaded a huge amount of military 
hardware on the Afghan forces: 358,530 
rifles of different makes, more than 
64,000 machine guns, 25,327 grenade 
launchers and 22,174 Humvees (all- 
terrain vehicles), according to the US 
Government Accountability Report. 

After Nato forces ended their 
combat role in 2014, the US provided 
more equipment and replaced ageing 
military gear. 

It supplied nearly 20,000 M16 
rifles in 2017 alone. In subsequent 
years, it contributed at least 3,598 M4 
rifles, 3,012 Humvees and 31 Mobile 
Strike Force Vehicles among other 
equipment to Afghan security forces 
between 2017 and 2021, according to 
Sigar. 

Capturing aircraft may have 
been easy for the Taliban, but operating 
and maintaining them will be difficult, 
says Dr Jonathan Schroden, former 
adviser to the US forces in Afghanistan. 


Parts often need to be serviced and 
sometimes replaced, and an air force 
relies on a team of technicians working 
to maintain the airworthiness of each 
aircraft. The Taliban will try to coerce 
former Afghan pilots to fly these planes, 
says Jason Campbell, a researcher at 
Rand Corporation. 

And the Taliban are likely to be 
able to operate the Russian-made MI- 
17s as they have been in the country for 
decades. 

That the group have access to 
such modern weapons is a "colossal 
failure" says Michael Kugelman, deputy 
director of the Wilson Center in 
Washington. 

But the effects will not be 
limited to Afghanistan. There are fears 
the small arms may start appearing on 
the black market and fuelling other 
insurgencies around the world. -- 
bbc.com Aug. 28, 2021 


Capitol rioter ‘QAnon 


Shaman’ pleads guilty 

The U.S. Capitol — rioter 
nicknamed the "QAnon Shaman" has 
pleaded guilty to obstructing an official 
proceeding during the Jan. 6 unrest. 

Jacob Chansley, of Phoenix, 
Arizona, was photographed inside the 
Capitol shirtless, wearing a horned 
headdress and heavily tattooed. He has 
been held without bond since his arrest. 

Chansley was diagnosed by 
prison officials with transient 
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, 
depression and anxiety. 

Nearly 600 people have been 
arrested over the attack on the Capitol 
where Congress was meeting to certify 
Joe Biden's November victory over 
Donald Trump. Earlier Trump had given 
a fiery speech falsely claiming his defeat 
was the result of fraud. 

While the felony § charge 
Chansley pleaded guilty to carries a 


maximum 20-year prison term and a fine 
of up to $250,000, prosecutor Kimberly 
Paschall indicated the maximum 
sentence the government was likely to 
request would be much shorter. 
Chansley had been a 
supporter of the QdAnon conspiracy 
theory that casts Trump as a savior 
figure and elite Democrats as a cabal of 
Satanist pedophiles and cannibals. 
Defense attorney = Albert 
Watkins noted that prosecutors had 
acknowledged Chansley was "not a 
planner or organizer" of the riot and had 
cooperated with investigations and 
informed on a group he saw stealing 
classified materials from a Senate 
office. — reuters.com September 4, 2021 


Greenwald & Carlson 
Document How Bush Is Now 
The ‘Darling of Liberals’ 


Appearing on Tucker Calrson’s 
show, Journalist Glenn Greenwald 
pointed out how George W. Bush has 
gone from being roundly reviled by the 
left to being weirdly held up as some 
kind of icon as soon as the he began 
criticising President Trump and _ his 
supporters. 

“Liberals used to be 
overflowing with so much hatred and 
contempt for George Bush,” Greenwald 
noted, adding “They _ frequently 
compared him to Adolf Hitler and 
claimed his family was crucial to the rise 
of the Nazi party, claimed (something | 
agree with) that he is a war criminal.” 

“Yet suddenly as he began 
lightly criticising Trump, they began 
saying things like ‘you know what, | 
didn’t agree with Bush all the time, but | 
never questioned his character and his 
values and his patriotism,” Greenwald 
urged. 

He continued, “This weekend it 
turned into this love-fest because of 
what he said, essentially that the 9/11 


attacks are the same as the three hour 
riot on January 6th, and more 
importantly that the people who did 9/11, 
Al Qaeda, are similar or identical to ‘the 
same foul spirit’ as he put it, Trump 
supporters essentially.” 

“A domestic war on_ terror 
against your fellow citizens is music to 
the ears of American liberals because 
they want nothing more than treating 
their political adversaries, like the Bush 
administration treated Al Qaeda,” 
Greenwald asserted. 

Greenwald further urged that 
“its demented to compare 9/11 and 
January 6th, but it is so central to the 
agenda of the security state, to the 
Democratic Party, to essentially initiate 
a surveillance regime, a detention 
regime against people on the right who 
are against the establishment.” 

-- INFOWARS.COM _ Sept. 14, 2021 


Senate opposition leads 
White House to withdraw ATF 


nominee 

The White House _ said 
Thursday it would withdraw _ the 
nomination of a gun-control advocate to 
lead the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives after nominee 
David Chipman ran _ into bipartisan 
opposition in the Senate. 

Chipman is a former federal 
agent and adviser at the gun control 
group Giffords. He pushed for greater 
regulation and enforcement on ghost 
guns, overhauling the background 
check system and moves to reduce the 
trafficking of illegal firearms. 

Chipman’s nomination had 
stalled for months, with some 
Democrats saying privately they would 
not vote for him. 

The director's position was 
made confirmable in 2006. Since then, 
only one nominee, former U.S. Attorney 
B. Todd Jones has been confirmed. 
Jones made it through the Senate in 
2013 but only after a six-month struggle. 

The withdrawal of Chipman’s 
nomination leaves the chief firearm and 
explosive investigation agency without a 
confirmed leader at a time when the 
Biden Administration has made gun 
violence enforcement a priority, but with 
limited resources. 

Earlier this year Biden 
announced a series of executive actions 
aimed at what he called an “epidemic 
and an international embarrassment” of 
gun violence in America. 

The actions amounted to a 
fraction of the ambitious gun control 
agenda he proposed as a candidate and 
underscored his limited power to act 
alone on guns with difficult politics 


impeding legislative action on Capitol 
Hill. 

Biden has urged Congress to 
tackle a number of issues, including 
expanded background checks and 
banning assault weapons and_high- 
capacity magazines. 

But with an_ evenly-divided 
Senate — and any gun control 
legislation requiring 60 votes to pass — 
Democrats would have to keep every 
member of their narrow majority on 
board while adding 10 Republicans. 

-- Associated Press September 9, 2021 


Paging Dr. Walensky: The 
Gun Industry Has Lots of 
Ideas About Firearms Safety 
and Keeping Guns Out Of 
Criminals’ Hands 
By Larry Keane 

Rochelle Walensky, the 
director of The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, is putting out 
the call for increased studies into gun- 
related issues. Dr. Walensky told CNN 
the issue of criminal misuse of firearms 
is a “serious public health threat” adding, 
“something has to be done about this.” 

Dr. Walensky’s said she even 
wants to include gun owners. So far, she 
hasn’t contacted NSSF. If she does, we 
have a few ideas that work to reduce the 
criminal acquisition and misuse of 
firearms, firearm suicides and firearm 
safety called Real Solutions. Safer 
Communities. 

Starting in 2013 the firearm 
industry’s FixNICS campaign changed 
laws in 16 states and in Congress to 
ensure all disqualifying adjudicated 
mental health and criminal records are 
submitted to the FBI’s National Instant 
Criminal Background Check System 
(NICS). 

The firearm industry’s forged 
partnerships with 15,000 law 
enforcement agencies in all 50 states 
and five U.S. territories to distribute over 
40 million free firearm safety kits, 
including locking devices. This program 
has been heralded by the Government 
Accountability Office for its efficacy and 
was a finalist for the National Safety 
Council’s Green Cross awards. 

The firearm industry partnered 
with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) for the 
“Don’t Lie for the Other Guy” campaign 
to prevent illegal straw purchases. This 
two-decade old outreach reminds the 
public that purchasing a firearm for 
someone who can’t, or doesn’t want to 
be associated with the sale, is a federal 
crime that carries a punishment of 10 
years in jail and a $250,000 fine. 


Another ATF-partner 
program, Operation Secure Store, 
voluntarily increases security at firearm 
retailers to deter and prevent thefts and 
burglaries. This program works, with 61 
percent drop in instances of thefts and 
burglaries in the first six months of 2021 
compared to 2020 and 74 percent drop 
in the number of stolen firearms. 

The firearm industry also 
partnered with the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention to provide 
information to firearm retailers and 
ranges to urge “brave conversations” to 
prevent suicides by firearm. This 
partnership was extended to include the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to stem 
and reverse the instances of suicides. 

These are programs proven to 
reduce the criminal and negligent 
misuse of firearms. NSSF stands by the 
commitment to sit at the table to discuss 
ways to reduce criminal access to 
firearms and improve firearm safety in 
the home while respecting the rights of 
law-abiding Americans to keep and bear 
arms. 

The criminal misuse of 
firearms is a concern; one that law 
enforcement and the courts must 
address. The insistence of treating 
criminal activity as a sort of pathogen 
doesn’t properly address the issue. The 
mere presence of a firearm doesn't 
make law-abiding citizens criminals-in- 
waiting. Additionally, education efforts, 
like those championed by the firearm 
industry, are proven to reduce negligent 
firearm misuse. 

“Let’s agree, we don’t want 
people to die. Let's just agree there. 
What can we do to stop people from 
dying, and what can we do to stop 
people from being injured,” Dr. 
Walensky told CNN. 

NSSF is just as frustrated that 
real firearm safety measures have 
become a political football, but that’s not 
always the case. The firearm industry 
worked with Congress to pass the FIX 
NICS Act. This was legislation modeled 
on NSSF’s FixNICS campaign. This law 
compelled federal agencies and 
incentivized states to submit all 
disqualifying background information to 
the FBI. 

The legislation had 78 Senate 
co-sponsors, a clear indication that true 
firearm safety is where both sides can 
agree. It was passed by = an 
overwhelming bipartisan vote and 
signed into law. The Department of 
Justice applauded the law for making 
significant strides in proving background 
checks. 

This has been done before and 
more work can be done. The firearm 


industry trade association is ready if the 
CDC is serious. 

Larry Keane is SVP _ for 
Government and _ Public Affairs, 
Assistant Secretary and General 
Counsel of the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation. 

-- thetruthaboutguns.com Aug. 31, 2021 


Whiteness and the Great Lie 


of Diversity 
By Mark Zunac 

... TO Summarize, in the name 
of equity and inclusivity, we are now 
labeling groups according to an 
intersectional hierarchy of 
righteousness, and we are told that this 
will ensure a peaceful coexistence in 
which tolerance, love, and mutual 
respect will win the day. Being white, 
and, to a lesser degree, male and 
heterosexual, is now an accusation 
thereby making cyclical the 
dehumanizing features of racialized 
discourse. And, it is the natural 
culmination of our best diversity efforts. 
Experts deeply embedded in the higher 
education bureaucracy are naming 
names, and Maximilien Robespierre 
would not be prouder of this, our 
revolutionary moment, 


Irreversible Damage: The 
Transgender Craze Seducing 


Our Daughters 
By Abigail Shrier 
NAMED A BOOK OF THE YEAR BY 
THE ECONOMIST AND ONE OF THE 
BEST BOOKS OF 2021 BY THE TIMES 
AND THE SUNDAY TIMES 

"Irreversible Damage. . . has 
caused a storm. Abigail Shrier, a Wall 
Street Journal writer, does something 
simple yet devastating: she rigorously 
lays out the facts." —Janice Turner, The 
Times of London 

Until just a few years ago, 
gender dysphoria—severe discomfort in 
one’s biological sex—was vanishingly 
rare. It was typically found in less than 
0.01 percent of the population, emerged 
in early childhood, and afflicted males 
almost exclusively. 

But today whole groups of 
female friends in colleges, high schools, 
and even middle schools across the 
country are coming out as “transgender. 
These are girls who had _ never 
experienced any discomfort in their 
biological sex until they heard a coming- 
out story from a speaker at a school 
assembly or discovered the internet 
community of trans “influencers.” 

Unsuspecting parents are 
awakening to find their daughters in 
thrall to hip trans YouTube stars and 
“gender-affirming” educators and 


therapists who push __ life-changing 
interventions on young girls—including 
medically unnecessary double 
mastectomies and puberty blockers that 
can cause permanent infertility. 

Abigail Shrier has dug deep 
into the trans epidemic, talking to the 
girls, their agonized parents, and the 
counselors and doctors who enable 
gender transitions, as well as to 
“detransitioners’-—young women who 
bitterly regret what they have done to 
themselves. 

Coming out as transgender 
immediately boosts these girls’ social 
status, Shrier finds, but once they take 
the first steps of transition, it is not easy 
to walk back. She offers urgently 
needed advice about how parents can 
protect their daughters. 

A generation of girls is at risk. 
Abigail Shrier’s essential book will help 
you understand what the trans craze is 
and how you can inoculate your child 
against it—or how to retrieve her from 
this dangerous path. — Amazon book 
blurb 


Gender Ideology Run Amok 
By Abigail Shrier 

... The gender ideology behind 
these lies is a sibling of critical race 
theory. While critical race activists are 
teaching kids that they are largely 
defined by their skin color, gender 
activists are teaching kids that there are 
a great many genders, and that only 
they know their true gender. And just as 
families who object’ to _ racial 
indoctrination in schools are told that 
their denials of racism are proof of 
racism, young women who object to 
biological males participating in girls’ 
sports are told that their objections are 
proof of transphobic bigotry.... 

I'm also often asked why it is 
that the gender ideology activists are 
doing what they are doing. What 
possible justification could there be, for 
instance, for telling small boys that they 
might be girls and small girls that they 
might be boys’?.... 

Chaos is the point, and these 
troubled girls become prey for those 
who seek to recruit revolutionaries. Just 
as the destructive objective of critical 
race theory is to divide Americans 
racially, that of gender ideology is to 
disrupt the formation of stable families, 
the building blocks of American life...,,,, 

-- Imprimis June/July 2021 


Militia leader to be sentenced 
in Minnesota mosque 
bombing 


The leader of an Illinois anti- 
government militia = group who 


authorities say masterminded the 2017 
bombing of a Minnesota mosque is to be 
sentenced Monday for several civil 
rights and hate crimes. 

Emily Claire Hari, previously 
known as Michael Hari and recently said 
she is transgender, faces a mandatory 
minimum of 30 years in prison for the 
attack on Dar al-Faroog Islamic Center 
in Bloomington. 

Hari was convicted on five 
counts, including damaging property 
because of its religious character and 
obstructing the free exercise of religious 
beliefs. 

While no one was physically 
hurt, prosecutors wrote, “the Defendant 
irrevocably destroyed the sense of 
safety and peace that a house of 
worship is supposed to provide.” 

Mohamed Omar, executive 
director at Dar al-Farooq, said he hopes 
Hari gets a life sentence to show that 
white supremacy won't be tolerated and 
people shouldn't be deprived of freedom 
to worship. 

Several men were gathered at 
Dar al-Faroog on Aug. 5, 2017, when a 
pipe bomb was thrown through the 
window of an imam’s_ office. An 
investigation led authorities to Clarence, 
Illinois, a rural community about 120 
miles south of Chicago, where Hari and 
co-defendants Michael McWhorter and 
Joe Morris lived. 

Authorities say Hari, 50, led a 
group called the White Rabbits and that 
Hari came up with the plan to attack the 
mosque. Prosecutors said that she was 
motivated by hatred for Muslims, citing 
excerpts from Hari’s manifesto known 
as The White Rabbit Handbook. 

McWhorter and Morris, who 
portrayed Hari as a father figure, each 
pleaded guilty to five counts and testified 
against her. 

Dar al-Faroog was in headlines 
in the years before the attack: Some 
young people who traveled to Syria to 
join the Islamic State group had 
worshipped there. Mosque leaders were 
never accused of any wrongdoing. 
Hari’s attorneys wrote in court filings that 
she was a_ victim of online 
misinformation about the mosque. 

Assistant federal defender 
Shannon Elkins said gender dysphoria 
fueled Hari’s “inner conflict,” saying she 
wanted to transition but knew she would 
be ostracized, so she formed a “rag-tag 
group of freedom fighters or militia men” 
and “secretly looked up ‘sex change,’ on 
the internet.” 

Prosecutors said gender 
dysphoria is not an excuse and said 
using it “to deflect guilt is offensive.” 

Hari, a former sheriffs deputy 
and self-described entrepreneur and 


watermelon farmer, has written self- 
published books, including essays on 
religion. She gained attention on the “Dr. 
Phil” talk show after she fled to the 
South American nation of Belize in the 
early 2000s during a custody dispute. 
She was convicted of child abduction 
and sentenced to probation. 
-- Associated Press Sept. 13, 2021 
Update: Hari has been 
sentenced to 53 years in prison. 


ShadowDragon: Inside the 
social media surveillance 
software that can watch your 
every move 

By Michael Kwet 
A Michigan State Police contract sheds 
new light on the growing use of little- 
known surveillance software that helps 
law enforcement agencies and 
corporations watch people’s social 
media and other website activity. 

The software, put out by a 
Wyoming company called 
ShadowDragon, allows police to suck in 
data from social media and other 
internet sources, including Amazon, 
dating apps, and the dark web, so they 
can identify persons of interest. By 
searching more than 120 different online 
platforms and a decade’s worth of 
archives, the company claims to speed 
up profiling from months to minutes. 
ShadowDragon even claims its software 
can help predict violence and unrest. 
Michigan police acquired the software 
through a contract with another obscure 
online policing company named 
Kaseware for an “MSP Enterprise 
Criminal Intelligence System.” 

ShadowDragon was 
purchased by the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agency, 
documents show, and was reportedly 
acquired by the MSP and other police 
departments within the state. 

The copy provided to David 
Goldberg, a professor at Wayne State 
University in Detroit had all mentions of 
ShadowDragon software and Microsoft 
Azure blacked out. Goldberg had to file 
a Freedom of Information Act request to 
obtain the contract. 

Last year, The _ Intercept 
published several articles detailing how 
social media analytics firm Dataminr 
relayed tweets about the George Floyd 
and Black Lives Matter protests to 
police. Kaseware’s partner Microsoft 
helps police surveil and __ patrol 
communities through its own offerings 
and a network of partnerships. 

This Michigan contract raises 
questions about what digital 
surveillance capabilities other law 
enforcement agencies might be quietly 


acquiring. In 2015, it was revealed that 
for years, the state police agency was 
using cell site simulators to spy on 
mobile phones without disclosing it to 
the public. 

MSP spokesperson Shanon 
Banner wrote that “the investigative 
tools available to us as part of this 
contract are only used in conjunction 
with criminal investigations, following all 
state and federal laws.” The founder of 
ShadowDragon, Daniel Clemens, wrote 
that the company provides only 
information that is publicly available and 
does not “build products with predictive 
capabilities.” 

Kaseware and ShadowDragon 
are part of a shadowy industry that 
exploits what they call “open source 
intelligence,” or OSINT: the trails of 
information that people leave on the 
internet. Clients include intelligence 
agencies, government, police, 
corporations, and even schools. 

Kaseware, which is partnered 

to ShadowDragon and _ Microsoft, 
provides a platform for activities that 
support OSINT and other elements of 
digital policing. Its capabilities range 
from storing evidence to predictive 
policing. By contrast, the two 
ShadowDragon products acquired by 
the MSP are more narrowly tailored for 
the surveillance of people using social 
media, apps, and websites on the 
internet. 
The Michigan State Police purchased 
two of ShadowDragon’s OSINT 
intelligence tools to run on the Kaseware 
platform: SocialNet and OlMonitor. 

SocialNet was invented by 
cybersecurity consulting firm Packet 
Ninjas in 2009. Daniel Clemens, Packet 
Ninja’s founder and CEO, went on to 
start ShadowDragon as a_é sister 
company in 2016, licensing the cyber 
intelligence and_ investigative tools 
developed by Packet Ninjas over the 
prior decade. 

At the time of SocialNet’s 
creation, investigators were left to 
search social media networks for clues 
manually. If a person made a public post 
on Twitter or Facebook, for example, an 
investigator had to log onto and search 
one social network at a time, post by 
post, for people who might be suspects 
and for their friends and_ other 
associates. 

Clemens has_ in a company 
video that “when the FBI started using 
[SocialNet], they concluded “what used 
to take us two months in a background 
check or an investigation is now taking 
between five to 15 minutes.” 

Today, SocialNet says it pulls 
data from more than 120 social media 
networks, websites, and platforms, as 


well as from the dark web, data dumps, 
and RSS feeds. A full list of sources isn’t 
available, but a company promotional 
video and listing at the Maltego website 
gives an indication of which websites fall 
into their surveillance net: 

AOL Lifestream | Amazon 
Ameba | Aodle | BabyCenter | BitChute 
| BlackPlanet | Blogger | Busted! 
Mugshots | Buzznet | Cocolog 
Companies House | Crunchbase 
Dailymotion | DeviantArt | Ebay | Etsy 
Facebook | Flickr | Foursquare | Gab 
GitHub | Goo | Google | Google+ 
Gravatar | Hatena | Huffington Post 
ICQ | IMVU | ImageShack | Imgur 
Instagram | Instructables | Jugem | Kik 
[LinkedIn | LiveJournal | Livedoor 
Mail.ru | Menuism | MeWe | MySpace 
Naijapals | Netlog | OK Cupid | Okru 
Olipro Company | Pandora | Pastebin 
PayPal | PGP | Photobucket | Pinterest 
Plurk | POF | PornHub | QQ | Reddit 
ReverbNation | Seesaa | Skype 
SoundCloud | SourceForge | Spotify 
Sprashivai | Steam | Sudani | Telegram 
| Tinder | TripAdvisor | Tumblr | Uplike 
Vimeo | Vine | Virus Total | VK | Voat 
Weibo | Xing | Yahoo | Yelp | YouTube 
Zillow. — theintercept.com September 
21, 2021 


The Discriminatory History of 
Gun Control 
By David Babat 

...By the end of the 19th 
century, the focus of gun control shifted 
from predominantly antiblack to anti- 
immigrant legislation. This was also the 
first time that gun control was enacted in 
the northern United States where there 
was almost no firearms legislation in 
place prior to the late 1800’s. With the 
arrival of European and_ other 
immigrants in the country, anti- 
immigrant prejudices arose and anti- 
immigrant groups did much to associate 
immigrants with crime. 

Unlike the South, Northern gun 
control laws were much less explicitly 
discriminatory in their aims and their 
terms. In particular, discretionary 
permitting allowed authorities to 
selectively issue licenses and was 
tantamount to absolute authority to deny 
permits to immigrants or other 
supposedly dangerous elements of 
society. 

The Gun Control act of 1968 
was another major shift in firearm 
restrictions. The supposed aim of this 
bill was a reduction in crime, but an 
underlying motive was to keep black 
militant groups from arming themselves. 
The new objective became the removal 
of inexpensive firearms from the market. 
Banning cheap guns was justified as a 


safety precaution to protect consumers 
and a way to keep criminals from 
accessing cheap firearms. One of the 
major accomplishments of this kind of 
legislation, however, was keeping guns 
out of the hands of the poorer people in 
society. On the surface this seems like a 
reasonable way to keep guns out of 
crime prone areas. In reality, it ensures 
that criminals will be the only people with 
firearms.... 

Conclusion 

The discriminatory effects of 
gun control are clear, but its positive 
impact on violent crime is not. Gun 
control in the United States is based on 
a history of racism, classism, and 
discrimination. Even the most well 
meaning measures implemented today 
are still based on a pattern of "pre- 
judging" gun control issues based on 
false beliefs or without knowing the real 
facts and circumstances of gun 
violence. In its earliest forms, gun 
control existed to keep firearms out of 
the hands’ of African-Americans, 
especially free blacks, who were a 
perceived threat to white supremacy. As 
wide spread immigration into the United 
States began, people in established 
positions of power started to feel 
threatened by these new groups and 
took measures to keep firearms out of 
the hands of immigrants. The blatantly 
discriminatory laws used in the South 
would have been politically impossible 
to legislate after 1900, so gun control 
efforts shifted to discretionary permitting 
that allowed police or licensing boards to 
keep “undesirable” people from legally 
accessing firearms. 

Intentionally or not, the poor 
eventually became the primary targets 
of gun control discrimination. Laws were 
instituted to drive up the minimum price 
of firearms in the name of consumer 
safety and crime reduction. Authorities 
also barred people who lived in public 
housing from keeping firearms in their 
homes. These recent measures were 
taken in the name of public safety, but 
they have a disproportional impact on 
those of a lower socioeconomic 
background with almost no persuasive, 
certainly not definitive, evidence 
suggesting that these laws will reduce 
crime. In some instances gun bans are 
even accompanied by an increase in 
gun violence. To implement further 
unproven measures that are inherently 
biased toward certain people would be 
irresponsible. Many attempts to control 
guns result in a disproportionate burden 
on the poorest and most vulnerable 
people in our society with no proven 
benefit to the surrounding community. 


Ed.: Babat apparently wrote 
this paper in 2009 to fulfill an economics 
class assignment. 


The very racist history of gun 
control 
The Second Amendment right to 
keep and bear arms is 
indispensable to Black equality-- 
Editorial by Jeff Jacoby in the Boston 
Globe July 31, 2021 


FBI abuses ‘no fly’ list to 
infringe on Second 


Amendment rights 
By John Lott 

Remember all the calls by 
Democrats to ban people on the FBI's 
terror watch list from buying guns? Well, 
those proposals would have affected 
nearly 2 million people. 

The list was first compiled in 
2003. By 2009, it contained 400,000 
names. That almost 2 million people are 
on the terror watch list now is a sad 
testament to the power that we give 
unnamed and unaccountable 
bureaucrats. 

Being on the watch list doesn’t 
mean that you are guilty of anything. 
You can be on the list simply because 
the FBI wants to interview you about 
someone you might know. As of 2014, 
about 40 percent of people on the watch 
list were under “reasonable suspicion” 
despite having “no affiliation with known 
terrorist groups.” People can get 
nominated by various government 
agencies, and no oversight agency 
exists to ensure that these additions are 
justified. 

The Democrats want to strip all 
2 million of these people of their Second 
Amendment rights. When he was 
president, Barack Obama called for a 
ban on gun sales to people on the watch 
list. Sen. Dianne Feinstein tried to add a 
ban as a budget amendment in 2016. 
Republicans had their version of the 
ban, but they at least required a court 
hearing before people were listed. 

Every time a person on the 
terror watch list attempts to buy a gun, 
the FBI is notified. Nonetheless, 
between 2004 and 2015, 91 percent of 
people on the terror watch list were able 
to buy a gun. None of the over 2,000 
people on the watch list who bought 
guns between February 2004 and 
December 2014 have been found guilty 
of aguncrime. So, what kind of problem 
were the proposed gun bans supposed 
to address? 

The terror watch and “no-fly” 
lists affect many people who aren’t even 
on it. The “no-fly” list stopped the late 


Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-MA) from flying 
on five occasions because someone 
with a similar name was on the list. 
Congressman Tom McClintock (R-CA), 
have also run into this problem. 
Apparently, both had names similar to 
Irish Republican Army activists. Would 
such a system work more precisely if 
paired with a gun ban? The results of the 
NICS background check system are 
telling. 

Since the NICS background 
checks began in 1994, there have been 
3.8 million initial denials. But, by June 
2018, the federal government had only 
prosecuted twelve people for trying to 
buy a gun. All the other cases were 
dropped because they were mistakes. 

Since no one has to be 
adjudicated by a court before being put 
on the terror watch list, the error rate for 
identifying potential terror threats would 
likely be much higher than the error rate 
for background checks on _ gun 
purchases. 

Even if the list were limited to 
real terrorists and legally prohibited 
them from purchasing guns, the policy 
would be unlikely to stop them from 
getting weapons. Just because illegal 
drugs are illegal doesn’t mean that 
people can’t get them. The terror watch 
list would likely only stop law-abiding 
people from purchasing guns. 

People shouldn’t lose their 
right to protect their families because 
some unnamed bureaucrat put their 
name on a list for some unknown 
reason. With Democrats in complete 
control of Washington for the first time 
since they’ started pushing _ this 
legislation, we’d better keep an eye on 
what they might try to sneak into this 
year’s budget. 

John R. Lott is the president of 
the Crime Prevention Research Center. 
-- The Washington Times September 4, 
2021 


A Congresswoman Tweets 


the President 

President Joe Biden pressed 
his case for more gun control during his 
address to Congress, and he implored 
Republicans to ‘join with the 
overwhelming majority of _ their 
Democratic colleagues” to make it 
happen because, in his words, “it 
worked.” 

It may be a case of wishful 
thinking and foggy memory. 

Reacting to Biden’s remarks 
about gun control, freshman Colorado 
Rep. Lauren Boebert, who won her 
office last year largely on her pro- 
Second Amendment stance, tweeted, 
"Last night, Joe once again tried to 


make the 2nd Amendment about 
hunting. It's not about hunting. It's about 
protection from a tyrannical 
government. — Lauren Boebert 
(@laurenboebert) April 29, 2021 

That message elicited several 
critical reactions, but also garnered 
support. 

Boebert later tweeted, “Just 
like Joe Biden pointed out that ‘Build 
Back Better’ means ‘Build Back Better’, 
I'll point out that ‘Shall not be infringed’ 
means ‘SHALL NOT BE INFRINGED!” 

A fight over gun control 
appears inevitable at this point, with the 
Senate split 50-50 and the House 
Democrat majority hanging on by a 
political thread. -- libetyparkpress.com 
April 29, 2021 


Infowars’ Alex Jones liable for 
damages in Sandy Hook 


lawsuits, judge rules 

By Jonathan Turley 
A Texas judge ruled the far-right 
conspiracy theorist and Infowars host 
Alex Jones is liable for damages to 
families of children killed in the 2012 
Newtown massacre in two lawsuits, 
after he repeatedly refused to produce 
documents for the court cases. 

The court will convene a jury to 
consider damages. 

“The court finds that 
defendants’ discovery conduct in this 
case is the result of flagrant bad faith 
and callous’ disregard for the 
responsibilities of discovery under the 
rule,” wrote Texas judge Maya Guerra 
Gamble. 

In 2012, a shooter with an AR- 
15-style rifle entered Sandy Hook 
elementary school and shot and killed 
26 people, including six educators and 
20 small children’ in Newtown, 
Connecticut. 

In the years that followed, 
families would be plagued by death 
threats and harassment, prompted by 
conspiracy theories that the shooting 
was staged — with Jones among the 
most high-profile promoters of such 
baseless claims. 

In just one example, Jones told 
listeners in 2014, “The whole thing was 
fake....It just pretty much didn’t happen”. 
The Sandy Hook parent Lenny Pozner, 
was forced to move multiple times to 
dodge threats made by followers of 
conspiracy theorists such as Jones. 


In one instance, a Florida 
woman was sentenced to jail after 
sending Pozner multiple death threats. 
As part of the ruling against her, she was 
barred from accessing the Infowars 
website, the Huffington Post reported. 

The suits are among several 
brought by Sandy Hook families seeking 
to hold gunmakers and conspiracy 
theorists accountable. 

In 2020, Jones was ordered to 
pay $100,000 to the family of a Sandy 
Hook shooting victim, after he failed to 
produce witnesses for the suit. In 
another case, Pozner was awarded a 
$450,000 judgment against two men 
who authored a book called Nobody 
Died at Sandy Hook. 

Sandy Hook families have also 
sued the gunmaker Remington. In July, 
the company offered $33m to settle the 
case, which alleges the gunmaker’s 
marketing campaign was meant to 
appeal to disturbed young men like the 
one who committed the massacre. 

Despite his repeated claims, 
Jones said in a 2019 court deposition 
that he now believes, “Children died, 
and it’s a tragedy.”. However, in a 
statement posted to the Infowars 
website on the default judgments, 
Infowars’ tone was still defiant. 

“The trial courts entry of a 
default in these cases is stunning,” said 
Infowars’ attorney, Norm Pattis, in an 
article which described the decision as 
from a “Democrat judge” and “100% 
unconstitutional’. 

“It takes no account of the tens 
of thousands of documents produced by 
the defendants, the hours spent sitting 
for depositions and the various sworn 
statements filed in these cases.” -- 
theguardian.com/2021/oct/01 


The Second Amendment Is 


About Rifles Not Racism 

Racism seems to be the 
common denominator of today’s political 
controversies. Issues — the Senate’s 
filibuster rule, voter ID laws, even 
standardized testing, math, and 
meritocracy — have all been reframed 
as a choice between racism and 
equality. 

The reframing of such issues in 
racial terms removes any need to 
respond to other issues — and it 
relieves advocates of defending the 
racism charge. It may be the ultimate 


conversation stopper — _ but that 
advantage is precisely its weakness, 
particularly when racist roots are less 
than evident. 

The latest example comes 
from the American Civil Liberties Union, 
which posted a discussion of how the 
Second Amendment is a product of 
racism. Supporting commentary 
explained how “Anti-Blackness 
determined the inclusion of the Second 
Amendmentin the Bill of Rights, and has 
informed the unequal and_ racist 
application of gun laws.” 

Some media have fawned over 
“The Second: Race and Guns in a 
Fatally Unequal America,” by Dr. Carol 
Anderson, chair of Emory University’s 
Black Studies Department who claims 
the Second Amendment “was designed 
and has consistently been constructed 
to keep African Americans powerless 
and vulnerable.” In interviews with CNN 
and NPR, her theory was_ not 
challenged, despite overwhelming (and 
largely ignored) evidence to the 
contrary. 

Slavery was discussed both at 
the Declaration of Independence and 
during the Constitutional debates. 
However, the suggestion that it was a 
primary motivation for the Second 
Amendment is utter nonsense. 

Guns were viewed as essential 
in much of America, which was then a 
frontier nation, needed for food — but 
also to protect a free people from 
tyranny and other threats. Law 
enforcement was relatively scarce at the 
time, but, of course, some writers today 
claim that first police departments were 
products of slavery, too, used recapture 
escaped slaves. 

The latest claim is reminiscent 
of the controversy over “The 1619 
Project” produced by NY _ Times 
journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones, who 
claimed the American Revolution was 
motivated in large part to preserve 
slavery. Hannah-Jones clearly came up 
with her framing before looking at the 
facts, which directly contradict her claim. 
While at least one historian objected 
during the fact-checking process, it was 
published and only after corrected, 
along with other errors.... 

Jonathan is a law professor at 
George Washington University. 

-- jonathanturley.org/2021/07/30 


In the beginning of change the patriot is a scarce man, brave, hated and scorned. When his cause succeeds, however, the 
timid join him, for then it costs nothing to be a patriot. — Mark Twain 
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